The last professional archaeological investigations of the Marshall Powder Mill were conducted in the southern third of the site by the Texas Highway Department in the 1970s, when the Loop 390 bypass was constructed on the northern outskirts of Marshall (Weir 1973 : Luke 1978 . Three building foundations and an artifical pond were investigated, none of which were actually the mill it-7 self. Since then, the site has suffered extensive relic collecting, which increased significantly with the use of metal detectors.
Members of the Northeast Texas
Archeological Society persuaded some of the landowners to restrict such looting and to allow a detailed reevaluation of the site. Building foundations, earthworks, roads, and an artificial channel race remain essentially undisturbed within the Loop 390 corridor and the privately-owned portions of the site, although the eastern third was destroyed by a modern lumber mill. Although the site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, there is no concerted plan for preservation of this important military-industrial complex. Despite diligent research in the 1970s and extensive modem searches, few additional archival sources were located. This significant site has little historical documentation as to the number and types of buildings, their locations, and the activities that were conducted there.
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The single map in the National Archives, for instance, was captured by Federal troops in 1864, and only indicates a few of the buildings and none of the earthworks. Apparently, the Confederates were concerned with security, and the commander, Major George D. Alexander, destroyed or removed all records prior to Federal occupation of the site in 1865. Therefore, the archaeological remains speak the clearest about the Marshall Arsenal's buildings and their functions, and may be the only sure means of reconstructing the layout and design of the arsenal, as well as ancillary fortifications, buildings, and structures within and around Marshall.
